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Summary of the 2002 Retrovirus Conference
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. ¥ The highlight of this meeting was the presentations on new
New Drugs: Remstance to Current Drugs .......... e classes of drugs for HIV. For the first time in a number of years
lenofovir ... ... .. PSSP e e e 2 the majority of presentations in the new drugs session at the
oranair . ... ... .5 i e 2 Conference focused on genuinely new drugs for HIV. Although
20 . . L 2 these developments are in early stages, there was a general
Integrase Inhibiters: . .. ... . ... e e 2 feeling of hope and optimism surrounding these presenta-
Atgranayer = . - > tions. As well, several new drugs from currently available
Atazanavir Expanded Access ........... 0 o classes of drugs are in more advanced stages of develop-
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STls and Therapy Interruptions . ................. 3 The development of HIV entry inhibitors is very exciting. There

| are several steps involved in the process by which HIV enters
Sonen o HIV """"""""""""""""" s the CD4 cell. HIV entry inhibitors act to prevent HIV from
LIDOOVYSHODINY . . ... . . L ah 4 entering the CD4 cell, while the current classes of drugs act to

Biahates - o oa 5 | prevent HIV from reproducing itself while in the CD4 cell. The

- * process by which HIV enters the CD4 cell includes binding of
Bone Density and HIV Infection .................. 5 HIV to the cell and then fusion into the cell. SCH-C is an entry
Review of Bone Studies Prior to Retrovirus 2002 .. .....5 inhibitor that blocks one of the steps for binding. The drug is in
BoneSludiesat Hetrovirus 2002 . .. .. ........... ... 6 | the early stages of being tested in HIV-infected individuals. It
has favorable characteristics including potency, but there is a
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:eep?[:itt':é """""""""""""" T ; g potential safety concern that is being examined. SCH-D is a
Heppatiits e 0 S as e e . . sister drug that Schering Plough has as a backup.
................................... |
e / - BMS 806 is a model entry inhibitor that represents the prom-
Transmission of HIV Drug Resistance ............. 7 ising entry inhibitor development program at Bristol Myer
ibb. Testing | ted t in in health lunteers.
WhentoBeginiherapy .....................:.... ¥ SEONDD. TORING (5 ERPRETEGE D SO STy T
ReinfectionorSuperinfection .. ... .».......... .8 As discussed below, T-20 is a fusion inhibitor in the late stages
o A-Dav Th | - of development in HIV-infected individuals. The large phase Il
cenga e B L SR B e e e 8 study is ongoing so results are not yet available, but results
Pharmacogenetics: Abacavir Hypersensitivity . . . . . . .8 from earlier studies suggest that this drug will be important for
Older Eolks and HIV _ 3 patients with extensive treatment experience.

Several promising NNRTIs and protease inhibitors for patients
with resistance to these classes of drugs are in early stages of
development; two intergrase inhibitors are also in early stages
of development, both are discussed below.
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The information reported in this newsletter is a summary
of the comprehensive coverage of the 2002 9th Annual
Retrovirus Conference available on the NATAP website,
(www.natap.org).

Perhaps, in several years we will have enough HIV entry
inhibitors to compose an entire regimen consisting of just
these drugs, or several entry inhibitors to combine with an
integrase inhibitor.
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